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GENERAL 
 

Record high temperatures and severe drought took a toll on crops, pastures and livestock across South Carolina last week. Water 
levels in streams and reservoirs were at very low levels and declining steadily. Only crops with irrigation received moisture; 
everything else was withering under the excessive heat. Soil moisture ratings across the State were 46% very short, 42% short, and 
12% adequate.  There was an average of 6.6 days that were suitable for field work. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
CORN harvesting continued with disappointing yields reported in several areas. Drying down of the stalks was sped up by the 
extreme tempatures of last week. The conditions for the week were 9% very poor, 20% poor, 40% fair, 28% good, and 3% excellent.  
COTTON growers were concerned about the loss of yield potential due to the heat and lack of rain that may cause a significant 
amount of cotton boll drop.  Conditions were 4% very poor, 13% poor, 53% fair, 28% good, and 2% excellent.  PEANUT growers 
reported rainfall is desperately needed quickly or peanut yield potential will begin declining rapidly.   Conditions were 1% very poor, 
5% poor, 50% fair, 43% good, and 1% excellent.   SOYBEANS also need rain for pod development as the crop was 80% bloomed.  
Conditions were 11% very poor, 18% poor, 48% fair, 22% good and 1% excellent.  TOBACCO harvesting continued behind normal.  
Conditions were 9% poor, 25% fair, 59% good, and 7% excellent. 
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

The severe drought and heat was taking a toll on other crops and livestock. HAY conditions continued their steady decline. One-
hundred plus degree weather was hard on LIVESTOCK in most areas of the state. Breeding beef cattle were being taken to market in 
some areas of the state due to lack of pastures and hay running out.  PEACH harvesting continued to be less than average for this time 
of year and conditions were mostly very poor.  APPLES were rated in mostly very poor condition. 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending August 12, 2007 
Crop and Stage 2007 2006 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2007 2006 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Cantaloup, Harvested 
Corn, Doughed 
Corn, Matured 
Corn, Harvested 
Cotton, Squared 
Cotton, Bolls Set 
Cotton, Bolls Opened 
Hay, Other Hay, Harvested 
Peaches, Harvested 
Peanuts, Pegged 
Sorghum, Headed 

98 
98 
71 

6 
97 
70 

2 
92 
75 
95 
89 

99 
98 
66 

8 
99 
77 

2 
92 
79 

100 
93

99 
98 
70 
12 
99 
76 

4 
90 
77 
97 
94

Sorghum, Turned Color 
Sorghum, Matured 
Sorghum, Harvested 
Soybeans, Bloomed 
Soybeans, Pods Set 
Soybeans, Turned Color 
Tobacco, Harvested 
Tobacco, Stalks Destroyed 
Tomatoes, Fresh, Harvested 
Watermelons, Harvested 

61 
25 

7 
80 
41 

1 
57 

9 
100 
93 

  

63 
28 

5 
80 
39 

2 
62 

4 
100 
95 

 

64 
26 

5 
76 
39 

3 
62 

7 
100 
97 

 
 
 

Condition for Week Ending August 12, 2007 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Apples 
Corn 
Cotton 
Livestock 
Pasture 
Peaches 

52 
9 
4 
4 

21 
76 

29 
20 
13 
12 
23 
11 

19 
40 
53 
48 
49 
13 

0 
28 
28 
36 

7 
0

0 
3 
2 
0 
0 
0

Peanuts 
Sorghum 
Soybeans 
Sweetpotatoes 
Tobacco 

1 
1 

11 
7 
0 

 

5 
15 
18 
23 

9 
  

50 
55 
48 
70 
25 

  

43 
29 
22 

0 
59 

 

1 
0 
1 
0 
7 

 



  

  

South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending August 12, 2007 
 
Record setting heat spread over the state all through the week with the highest temperatures in 24 summers.  From Table 
Rock, at an elevation of 1,020 feet, to Beaufort’s near sea level, the mercury rose to 100 degrees or higher. The hot 
weather peaked on Friday, August 10, with the National Weather Service in Greer setting an all time record high 
temperature of 105 degrees.  Columbia AP tied the site’s all time highest of 107 degrees the same day.  At 1:45 p.m. 
Friday, Myrtle Beach AP measured a heat index value of 125 degrees.  A southward moving boundary entered the state 
Friday evening producing violent thunderstorms across the Pee Dee and north coastal counties.  A storm survey team from 
the Wilmington, NC National Weather Service estimated winds in parts of Horry County at 100 mph.  Localized pockets 
of extensive property damage were reported from the straight-line winds.  Saturday’s isolated thunderstorms upstate 
dropped heavy rainfall amounts.  Sunday was the state’s first day in seven days where the afternoon maximum 
temperature did not reach the century mark.  The state average temperature for the period was nine degrees above normal. 
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 110 degrees at Johnston on August 10 (this is one degree shy from the 
South Carolina all time record high temperature of 111 degrees set at Blackville and Calhoun Falls in September of 1925 
and Camden in June of 1954).  The lowest official temperature reported was 68 degrees at Walhalla on the morning of 
August 11.  The heaviest official 24-hour rainfall reported was 3.60 inches at Hunts Bridge ending at 7:00 a.m. on August 
12. The state average rainfall for the period was 0.4 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 88 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at S Capers Island 
were reported at 86 degrees. 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

0.15 
0.00 
0.45 
0.01 
0.01 
0.06 
2.85 
0.53 
1.26

20.52 
20.15 
26.52 
19.89 
21.54 
23.77 
19.08 
20.63 
26.66

-11.8 
-11.8 
-5.4 
-7.3 
-7.7 
-5.2 
-7.9 

-11.6 
-5.1 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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